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North Carolina Central University 
• Founded in 1910 as an HBCU; a component of the 17-member 

University of North Carolina system.

• Strong commitment to training students who pursue degrees in 
STEM, and Health Disparities research.

• Houses two signature biomedical research institutes: the Julius 
L. Chambers Biomedical Biotechnology Research Institute 
(JLC-BBRI, est. 1998) and the Biomanufacturing
Research Institute and Technology Enterprise 
(BRITE, est. 2008).
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Provost
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Cancer Research Program
North Carolina Central University

•

•

•

Basic and Translational Research  

Outreach  and Community Engagement

Education and Training 



NCCU Cancer Research Program: Milestones

BBRI

1998

 

U56: NCCU-BBRI/UNC-
LINEBERGER 
PARTNERSHIP IN 
CANCER RESEARCH 
(Harewood K; Earp S)

2001

P20: PARTNERSHIPS TO 
ELIMINATE DISPARITIES IN
CANCER OUTCOMES
(White S; Skinner C)

2002

P20: NCCU EXPORT 
CENTER FOR 
EXCELLENCE 
(Harewood K:PI)

2002

R25: NCCU-WFU BIOMEDICAL 
SCIENCES BRIDGE 
PARTNERSHIP
(Howlett A: PI)

2003

NCCU Cancer 
Research 
Program 

2004

BRITE

2006

RTP



NCCU Cancer Research Program: Milestones

 

DOD: NCCU/BBRI-
Duke/Urology Partnership 
in Prostate Cancer 
Research
(Richardson R: PI)

2007

U54 
(Richardson R;
Earp S: PIs)

2010

INBS PhD

2012

U54 
Renewed

2015

Komen GTDR 
(Williams KP: PI

2015

P20
(Williams KP; 

) Patierno S: PIs

2016

RCMI U54
) (Kumar D: PI)

2017

NCCU-Duke “CTSI”
(Calhoun F: PI)

2018

RTP



NCCU Cancer Research Program: 2018

NCCU Cancer 
Research Program

Drug Discovery 
(DD):

Gordon Ibeanu
Rob Onyenwoke

John Scott
Alfred Williams
Kevin Williams
Weifan Zheng

Cancer Biology (CB):
Ricardo Richardson

Kevin Williams
Deepak Kumar
Xiaoxin Chen
Delores Grant
Jodie Fleming
Sean Kimbro

Somnath Mukhopadhyay
Antonio Baines

Xiaohe Yang
TinChung Leung
Rob Onyenwoke

Community 
Outreach and 

Cancer Education 
(COCE)

Jonathan Livingston
Seronda Robinson
Cherise Harington

Amber Burgin
LaHoma Romocki

Carla Oldham
Wendy Heck-Grillo

John  Sollers

Cancer Working 
Group: 

Ricardo Richardson 
Kevin Williams
Deepak Kumar
Faye Calhoun

Jonathan Livingston
Xiaoxin Chen



NCCU-UNC LCCC U54 
Partnership Objectives

To expand research collaborations that spans 
the two institutions

To train students and junior/ midlevel faculty in 
multidisciplinary cancer research aimed at reducing 
cancer disparities 

To expand and consolidate programs of 
community outreach and education 

Dr. Ricardo Richardson (PI)
U54CA156735
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NCCU-LCCC PARTNERSHIP IN CANCER RESEARCH

PSC
Celette Skinner, Chair

Steven Akman
 Lee Limbird

Trevor Archer
Victoria Seewaldt

Karen Hubbard
Lorna H McNeill 

PIs
M. R. Richardson (NCCU)

Shelton Earp (LCCC)

Program Managers:
Cynthia Taylor (NCCU)
Susan Lucas (LCCC) 

Projects

Full Project 1
Jodie Fleming (NCCU)
Keith Burridge (LCCC)

Full Project 2
Lahoma Romocki (NCCU)
Vijay Sivaraman (NCCU)
Jennifer Smith (LCCC)

Full Project 3
ClarLynda Williams-DeVane (NCCU)

Melissa Troester (LCCC) 

Pilot Project 1
Cherise Harrington (NCCU) 

Laura Linnan (LCCC)

Pilot Project 2
Xiaoxin Chen (NCCU)

Michael Ben Major (LCCC)

Cores

Outreach
John J. Sollers (NCCU)

Cherise Harrington (NCCU)
Laura Linnan (LCCC)

Veronica Carlisle (LCCC-CHE)
Amber Burgin (NCCU-CHE)

Research Education
Wendy Heck-Grillo  (NCCU)
LaHoma Romocki (NCCU)

Laura Linnan  (LCCC)
Temitope Keku (LCCC)

Histopathology
Xiaoxin Chen (NCCU)

Christopher Ryan Miller (LCCC)

IAC
NCCU: M. R. Richardson

Faye Calhoun
Gregory Cole
La Verne Reid
Deepak Kumar

LCCC: Shelton Earp
Chad Ellis

Gary Johnson
Andrew Olshan
Wendy Brewster

 

Lorna H. McNeill, PhD, MPH
Associate Professor & Chair 
Department of Health Disparities 
University of Texas 
MD Anderson Cancer Center  

Andrew Olshan, PhD
Professor
Department of Epidemiology
LCCC/UNC-CH

U54CA156735 



P20CA202924: 
NCCU-DUKE Cancer Disparities 

Translational Research Partnership
Dr. Kevin P. Williams, 
Principal Investigator BRITE, NCCU

Dr. Steven R. Patierno, 
Principal Investigator DCI, Duke 

•

•

•

Admin Core

Cancer Research Pilot Projects
•
•

Prostate Cancer
Inflammatory Breast Cancer

Cancer Research Education Program (C-REP)
http://www.dukecancerinstitute.org/nccu-duke-cancer-disparities-translational-research-partnership

http://www.dukecancerinstitute.org/nccu-duke-cancer-disparities-translational-research-partnership


P20 Structure

EAC:
IAC:

NCCU: Luke Chen
M. R. Richardson (U54 PI)

Deepak Kumar
Kevin Williams

Duke: Donald McDonnell
Neil Spector
David Hsu

Steven Patierno

PIs:
NCCU: Kevin Williams
Duke: Steven Patierno

Program Managers:
Vonna’ Woodard (NCCU) 

Holly Hough (Duke)

PROJECTS:

Pilot 1: Prostate Cancer
Rob Onyenwoke (ESI NCCU)
Jennifer Freedman (ESI Duke)
Steven Patierno (Mentor Duke)

Tyler Allen (Postdoc Duke) 

Pilot 2: IBC
Maria Dixon (Postdoc NCCU)

Kevin Williams (Mentor NCCU)
Gayathri Devi (Mentor Duke)

C-REP:

C-REP Co-Leaders
Carla Oldham (NCCU): 

Nadine Barrett (DCI)

C-REP Advisory Team
Antonio Baines (NCCU)
Faye Calhoun (NCCU)

Gayathri Devi (Duke/NCCU Liaison)
Terry Hyslop (Duke)

Mark Dewhirst (Duke)

C-REP Mentors

External Evaluator:
ETR Services

Trevor Archer
Cathrine Hoyo
Marvella Ford

CAB:
Patricia Wigfall

Pao Wa Lin
Marsha Edwards

Eric Ireland



P20: NCCU-Duke C-REP Translational Immersion 
Experience Program

• PhD students & Postdocs from NCCU and Duke
•
•
•

Clinical Trial Accrual 
Biospecimen Banking
Drug Discovery



•
•

•
•
•

P20: Development Activities

Mentor-mentee training Workshops- All
Pathway to Independence Grant Workshop at Duke –
P20 ESIs: R21 submission in June 2018
Presentations at AACR and GMaP conferences
Attend CRCHD Professional Development Workshop
Joint Publications

Dr. Maria Dixon, Postdoc 
P20 Pilot Project 2



P20: NCCU – Duke Inter-Institutional Resources 

NCCU/BRITE: Benefits to Duke

•

•

•

•

Adjunct Faculty – NCCU
Pharm Science: Dr. Gayathri Devi

Access for DCI Investigators to 
BRITE Screening Core

BRITE Drug Discovery 
Collaborations with Duke Labs:
▫
▫
▫
▫

G. Devi
D. Hsu
D. McDonnell
S. Patierno/J. Freedman

Access to NCCU Graduate 
Students
▫ co-mentoring/research

Duke/DCI: Benefits to NCCU

•

•

•

•

•

•

Duke Cancer Institute: Drs. Kevin 
Williams & Deepak Kumar,    
(Associate members)

Duke IBC Colloquium: K. 
Williams & J. Fleming (members)

Duke PATH 786: Translational 
Aspects of Pathobiology (K. 
Williams, Lecture)

Access to Duke Cores

PhD/Postdocs – access to Duke 
Investigators/mentors

DCI support for 50% of postdoc in 
each pilot



Complementary Strengths of 
U54 and P20 Partnerships

U54
•
•

•

•
•

Partner – LCCC/UNC
Research – Basic Science 
and Social Determinants
NCCU – Basic  Science 
Focus
Education – Undergrads
Resources – LCCC & 
BBRI Cores

P20
•
•
•

•

•

Partner – DCI/Duke
Research – Translational
NCCU – Drug Discovery 
Focus
Education –
PhD/Postdocs
Resources – Duke & 
BRITE Cores



Mutual Benefits of U54 and P20 Partnerships

U54
Benefit to NCCU
•

•
•

Access to LCCC Cores/Public 
Health Expertise
Adjunct appointments at LCCC
NCCU undergraduates access to 
research programs

Benefit to LCCC/UNC-CH
•
•
•

Access to NCCU UG students
Access to BBRI/BRITE Cores
UNC undergraduates access to 
summer internships in NCCU labs

P20
Benefit to NCCU
•

•

•
•

Access to Duke 
Cores/Biobank/Clinical Expertise
Mentoring PhD, Postdocs & 
Faculty
Adjunct appointments at DCI
Access to Translational/Clinical 
Education Courses/Workshops 

Benefit to DCI/Duke
•

•

•

Access to NCCU graduate 
students
Access to BRITE Cores/Drug 
Discovery Expertise
Access to Drug Discovery courses



Seminars supported jointly 
by P20 and U54



NCCU Komen Graduate Training in 
Disparities Research (GTDR)

•
•

•

•

GTDR16377604 

Providing training to PhD students at 
NCCU with a focus on

Community-Based Participatory Research.

NCCU Breast Cancer 
Focus Group: 
Kevin Williams
Jodie Fleming
Sean Kimbro
Xiaohe Yang
John Scott

Trainees meet with patient advocates
Learn human subjects research and 
IRB protocols
Survey design and focus groups

Planned, facilitated and hosted 
IBC “listening” forum at 
Women’s Health Awareness Day 
- April 7th at NCCU

Maria Dixon, PhD (NCCU)

Nadine Barrett, PhD 
(Director, Office of Health 
Equity, DCI, Duke)



U54MD012392
Dr. Deepak Kumar, BBRI Director (PI)



U54MD012392



Cancer Education: Achieving Program 
Integration at NCCU

CURRENT CANCER 
EDUCATION PROGRAMS 
AT NCCU

MS HS

BRITE FUTURES
Carla Oldham 

UG

U54 PARTNERS
(NCCU & UNC-CH)

Wendy Heck-Grillo

PhD

P20 C-REP
&

KOMEN GTDR
(NCCU & DUKE)
Carla Oldham 

Middle School visit U54 Partners Fellows P20 C-REP Scholars



Support for NCCU 
INBS PhD Program

PhD Program started in 2012

First at NCCU since 1964

May 2017

Dr. Helen Oladapo, 
PhD Student

P20 Pilot Project 2



Thank You

Questions?

mrrichardson@nccu.edu
kpwilliams@nccu.edu
dkumar@nccu.edu

mailto:mrrichardson@NCCU.edu
mailto:kpwilliams@nccu.edu
mailto:dkumar@nccu.edu
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