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Topics for Discussion
Funding Opportunity Announcements (FOAs)
•
•
•
•

Main types and purposes
What is in them
Finding and choosing the right one(s)
New clinical trials requirements

Your research in the context of all NIH awards
•
•
•

NIH RePORT (https://report.nih.gov/index.aspx)
NIH RePORTER (https://projectreporter.nih.gov)
Matchmaker

Applications – tools for writing and applying
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Funding Opportunity Announcements (FOAs)
•

•

Program Announcement (PA and PAR)
–

–
–

Allows the NIH to publicly declare interest in 
supporting a defined area of science without 
committing funds up front.
Involves multiple application receipt dates.
Specifies only standard review criteria.

Request for Applications (RFA)
–

–
–

Allows the NIH to promote a defined area of 
science by announcing an opportunity with 
associated, committed funds (i.e., set-aside $$$).
Generally involves a single receipt date.
Specifies standard plus special review criteria.
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Where and How to Find NCI’s FOAs

•

•

•

Grants.gov (http://www.grants.gov/) 

NIH Guide for Grants and Contracts – several search 
options under Grants & Funding tab on NIH web site:
–
–

Simple search box at https://www.nih.gov/grants-funding;
More complete search option for funding opportunity 
announcements in the NIH Guide for Grants and Contracts 
under Funding sub-header.

NCI web site (www.cancer.gov) under Grants & 
Training tab
– http://www.cancer.gov/grants-training/grants/funding-

opportunities
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How Does NIH Define a Clinical Trial?
A research study in which one or more human 
subjects are prospectively assigned to one or 
more interventions (which may include placebo or 
other control) to evaluate the effects of those 
interventions on health-related biomedical or 
behavioral outcomes.*

Knowing if your research meets the NIH definition of a 
clinical trial impacts how you:







Select a funding opportunity announcement (FOA)

Write the Research Strategy and human subjects sections 
of your application

Comply with appropriate policies and regulations

*Learn more at https://grants.nih.gov/policy/clinical-trials/definition.htm

https://grants.nih.gov/policy/clinical-trials/definition.htm


Relative Numbers of
FOAs, PAs, and RFAs

(at a single time point)

On June 15th, there were 1,244 active 
NIH-issued FOAs, of which 1,082 (87%) 
were PAs/PARs and 162 (13%) were 
RFAs.

The numbers and kinds of FOAs vary 
over time so it is important to check the 
NIH Guide regularly for items of interest 
and changes of importance.
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Notices
Notices in the NIH Guide are used to 
announce:
•
•
•
•
•

Policies and procedures;
Changes to FOAs;
Some contract solicitations;
Requests for Information; and
Other general information items.

A Notice that announces a change to an FOA 
is always added as a hyperlinked “Related 
Notice” on the first page of the FOA.



Parent Program Announcements
NIH currently has 38 active Parent Program Announcements (PAs),
each for a specific grant mechanism (or activity code).

Six Major Categories of Parent PAs:
Research (R) Announcements (R01; R03; R13; R15; R21; R41/R42; 
R43/R44);

Research Training (T) Announcements (T32; T35);

Career Development (K) Announcements (K01; K02; K08; K23; K24;
K25; K99/R00);

Fellowship (F) Announcements (F30; F31; F31-Diversity; F32; F33);

Administrative Supplements Announcement (for all activity codes).

Research Supplements to Promote Diversity// to Promote Re-Entry
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Four important Parent PAs are:
PA-18-484, NIH Research Project Grant (Parent R01 Clinical 
Trial Not Allowed), on which 22 NIH Institutes/Centers (ICs) 
participate.

PA-18-489, NIH Exploratory/Developmental Research Grant 
Program (Parent R21 Clinical Trial Not Allowed), on which 18 
ICs participate (but not NCI).

PA-18-504, NIH Academic Research Enhancement Award 
(Parent R15 Clinical Trial Not Allowed), on which 22 NIH ICs 
participate.

PA-16-162, NIH Small Research Grant Program (Parent R03), 
on which 11 ICs participate (but not NCI).
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NCI participation on R01 FOAs
•
•
•
•

NIH Parent R01 No Clinical Trial PA = 1
NIH Parent R01 Clinical Trial Required PA = 0
NCI-issued targeted R01 FOAs = 60
Other ICs’ R01 FOAs involving NCI = 55

NCI participation on R21 FOAs
•
•
•
•

NIH Parent R21 PA = 0 (not participating)
NCI-issued translational/clinical R21 PAR = 1
Other NCI-issued targeted R21 FOAs = 47
Other ICs’ R21 FOAs involving NCI = 44

NCI participation on R03 FOAs
•
•
•
•

NIH Parent R03 PA = 0 (not participating)
NCI-issued Omnibus R03 PAR = 1
NCI-issued targeted R03 FOAs = 3
Other ICs’ R03 FOAs involving NCI = 8

Data on June 15, 2018
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Thank you for listening!

Any questions (now)?

Any questions (later):
NCI Referral Office
Tel.: 240-276-6390

E-mail: ncirefof@dea.nci.nih.gov
Chris Hatch

Tel.: 240-276-6454
E-mail: ch29v@nih.gov
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