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Topics for Discussion 
Funding Opportunity Announcements (FOAs) 
•
•
•
•
•
 

Describing and understanding them 
Finding and choosing them 
Seeing NCI’s FOAs in the world of FOAs 
Applying to them 
Resources and Tutorials 

NIH RePORT 
(https://report.nih.gov/index.aspx) 
NIH RePORTER 
(https://projectreporter.nih.gov) 
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Funding Opportunity Announcements (FOAs) 
•

•

Program Announcement (PA and PAR) 
–

– I
–

 

Allows the NIH to publicly declare interest in 
supporting a defined area of science without 
committing funds up front. 
nvolves multiple application receipt dates. 
Specifies only standard review criteria. 

Request for Applications (RFA) 
–

–
–

 

Allows the NIH to promote a defined area of 
science by announcing an opportunity with 
associated, committed funds (i.e., set-aside $$$$). 
Generally involves a single receipt date. 
Specifies standard plus special review criteria. 
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Where and How to Find NCI’s FOAs 
•
 
•

•

Grants.gov (http://www.grants.gov/)  

NIH Guide for Grants and Contracts – several search 
options under Grants & Funding tab on NIH web site: 
–
–

 

Simple search box at https://www.nih.gov/grants-funding; 
More complete search option for FOAs in the NIH Guide 
under Funding sub-header. 

NCI web site (www.cancer.gov) under Grants & 
Training tab 
–

 

http://www.cancer.gov/grants-training/grants/funding-
opportunities 

For alternate way to find NCI research program contact persons, 
go to: https://www.cancer.gov/grants-training/grants-funding/contacts  8 

http://www.grants.gov/
https://www.nih.gov/grants-funding
http://www.cancer.gov/
http://www.cancer.gov/grants-training/grants/funding-opportunities
https://www.cancer.gov/grants-training/grants-funding/contacts
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Relative Numbers of 
FOAs, PAs, and RFAs 

(at a single time point) 

On May 30th, there were 1,275 active 
NIH-issued FOAs, of which 1,033 (81%) 
were PAs/PARs and 225 (18%) were 
RFAs. 
 

The numbers and kinds of FOAs vary 
over time so it is important to check the 
NIH Guide regularly for items of interest 
and changes of importance. 
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Notices 
Notices in the NIH Guide are used to 
announce: 
•
•
•
•
•
•
 

Policies and procedures; 
Changes to FOAs; 
Some contract solicitations; 
Requests for Information; 
Other general information items; and (now) 
Notices of Special Interest (NOSIs). 

A Notice that announces a change to an FOA 
is always added as a hyperlinked “Related 
Notice” on the first page of the FOA. 
 
 



Parent Program Announcements 
NIH currently has 38 active Parent Program Announcements (PAs), 
each for a specific grant mechanism (or activity code). 
 
Six Major Categories of Parent PAs: 
Research (R) Announcements (R01; R03; R13; R15; R21; R41/R42; 
R43/R44); 
 
Research Training (T) Announcements (T32; T35); 
 
Career Development (K) Announcements (K01; K02; K08; K23; K24; 
K25; K99/R00); 
 
Fellowship (F) Announcements (F30; F31; F31-Diversity; F32; F33); 
 
Administrative Supplements Announcement (for all activity codes). 
 
Research Supplements to Promote Diversity// to Promote Re-Entry 
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Six important Parent PAs are: 
 
PA-19-056, NIH Research Project Grant (Parent R01 Clinical Trial Not 
Allowed), on which 22 NIH Institutes/Centers (ICs) participate, including 
the NCI. 
PA-19-055, NIH Research Project Grant (Parent R01 Clinical Trial Required), 
on which 9 ICs participate fully and five conditionally, but not the NCI. 
PA-19-091, NIH Research Project Grant (Parent R01 Basic Experimental 
Studies with Humans Required), on which 12 ICs participate, but not the NCI. 
 
PA-19-053, NIH Exploratory/Developmental Research Grant Program (Parent 
R21 Clinical Trial Not Allowed), on which 14 ICs participate, but not the NCI. 
PA-19-054, NIH Exploratory/Developmental Research Grant Program (Parent 
R21 Clinical Trial Required), on which 9 ICs participate fully and two 
conditionally, but not the NCI. 
 
PA-19-052, NIH Small Research Grant Program (Parent R03 Clinical Trial Not 
Allowed), on which 10 ICs participate, but not the NCI. 
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Notices of Special Interest (NOSIs) 
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NCI participation on R01 FOAs 
•
•

NCI-issued targeted R01 FOAs = 58 
Other ICs’ targeted R01 FOAs involving NCI = 51 
 

NCI participation on R21 FOAs 
•
•
•
 

NCI-issued translational/clinical R21 PAR = pending 
Other NCI-issued targeted R21 FOAs = 42 
Other ICs’ targeted R21 FOAs involving NCI = 34 

NCI participation on R03 FOAs 
•
•
•
 

NCI-issued Omnibus R03 PAR = 1 
NCI-issued targeted R03 FOAs = 3 
Other ICs’ targeted R03 FOAs involving NCI = 3 

Data on May 30, 2019 
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Academic Research Enhancement 
Award (AREA; R15) Grants 

PAR-18-714 (Clin. Trials Not Allowed) and PAR-19-133 (Clin. Trials Required) 

AREA grants support small-scale 
research projects in the biomedical and 
behavioral sciences conducted by 
faculty and students at educational 
institutions that are predominantly 
focused on undergraduate education 
and that have not been major recipients 
of NIH research grant funds. 
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Research Enhancement Award 
Program (REAP; R15) Grants 
PAR-19-134 (Clin. Trial Not Allowed) and PAR-19-135 (Clin. Trial Required) 

REAP grants support small-scale research 
projects proposed by faculty members of 
eligible, domestic institutions to involve 
undergraduate and/or graduate students at 
health professional schools or graduate 
schools (that have not been major recipients 
of NIH research grant funds) in the conduct 
of meritorious research projects. 
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NOT-CA-18-037, NCI Method to Extend Research in 
Time (MERIT) Award for Early Stage Investigators (R37) 

•

 
•

 
•

Through this Notice, the NCI announced its use of the MERIT R37 Award 
to provide longer term grant support to Early Stage Investigators 
(ESIs).  By providing such an opportunity for longer term support to ESIs, 
the NCI intends to give them flexibility and opportunity for creativity and 
innovation and additional time to successfully launch their careers and to 
become more established before having to submit renewal applications. 

The objective of the NCI's ESI MERIT Award is to allow eligible 
investigators the opportunity to obtain up to 7 years of support in two 
segments, with the first being an initial 5-year award and the second being 
based on an opportunity for an extension of up to 2 additional years, based 
on an expedited NCI review of the accomplishments during the initial 
funding segment. 

Investigators may not apply for an ESI MERIT award. 
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Thank you for listening! 

 
Any questions (now)? 

 
Any questions (later): 

NCI Referral Office 
Tel.: 240-276-6390 

E-mail: ncirefof@dea.nci.nih.gov  
Chris Hatch 

Tel.: 240-276-6454 
E-mail: ch29v@nih.gov  
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