
NCI Division of Cancer Prevention

Research Program Focus Areas and 
Funding Opportunities for 

Investigator-initiated Research

Vikrant Sahasrabuddhe, MBBS, DrPH
Division of Cancer Prevention

vikrant.sahasrabuddhe@nih.gov
https://prevention.cancer.gov

mailto:vikrant.sahasrabuddhe@nih.gov
https://prevention.cancer.gov/


2







The Division of Cancer Prevention (DCP) is the 
extramural division of the National Cancer 
Institute (NCI) devoted to cancer prevention 
research. 

DCP leads, promotes, and supports rigorous, 
innovative cancer prevention research and 
training to reduce the risk, burden, and 
consequences of cancer for all people. 

DCP research covers the spectrum of cancer 
prevention research including early detection, 
screening, prevention/interception, symptom 
management and supportive care activities.

https://prevention.cancer.gov

https://prevention.cancer.gov
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DCP-supported preclinical and clinical research networks/programs

https://prevention.cancer.gov

https://prevention.cancer.gov
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DCP-supported early detection/screening and translational research networks/programs

https://prevention.cancer.gov

https://prevention.cancer.gov
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DCP-supported research via Cancer Moonshot℠

https://prevention.cancer.gov

https://www.cancer.gov/moonshot

https://prevention.cancer.gov/
https://www.cancer.gov/moonshot
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DCP Focus Areas for Investigator-initiated Research Studies on Cancer Prevention











Early Detection Biomarkers

Cancer Screening

Nutrition and Cancer Prevention 

Cancer Prevention/Interception Interventions

Community Oncology and Supportive Care/Symptom Management

https://prevention.cancer.gov

https://prevention.cancer.gov
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DCP Focus Areas for Investigator-initiated Research Studies:
Early Detection Biomarkers

Discovery, development, and validation of biomarkers (e.g., molecular and imaging) for 
cancer prevention through screening and risk assessment

Identification and surveillance of individuals with predisposing conditions or syndromes 
for the development of pre-invasive or invasive malignancies

Discovery of tools, technologies, and algorithms to improve accuracy of discrimination 
among benign vs. malignant lesions or among indolent vs. aggressive early cancers

For more information, please email Sudhir Srivastava, PhD, MPH srivasts@mail.nih.gov

https://prevention.cancer.gov

mailto:srivasts@mail.nih.gov
https://prevention.cancer.gov
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DCP Focus Areas for Investigator-initiated Research Studies:
Early Detection Biomarkers

For more information, please email Sudhir Srivastava, PhD, MPH srivasts@mail.nih.gov
https://prevention.cancer.gov
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DCP Focus Areas for Investigator-initiated Research Studies:
Early Detection Biomarkers

For more information, please email Sudhir Srivastava, PhD, MPH srivasts@mail.nih.gov
https://prevention.cancer.gov
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


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DCP Focus Areas for Investigator-initiated Research Studies:
Cancer Screening

Clinical trials of screening modalities and management of screen positives, with defined clinical 
endpoints as well as secondary analyses of clinical trial and observational study data and biospecimens. 

Development of epidemiological approaches for evaluation of the performance characteristics and/or 
clinical effects of early detection modalities and the development of methodologic approaches for the 
design and analysis of screening trials.

Early small-scale evaluation studies and definitive prospective evaluation studies to evaluate clinical 
effectiveness via assessment of the benefits (including mortality reduction) and associated harms 
consequent to cancer screening/early detection

For more information, please email Paul Pinsky, PhD at pinskyp@mail.nih.gov

https://prevention.cancer.gov

mailto:pinskyp@mail.nih.gov
https://prevention.cancer.gov/
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DCP Focus Areas for Investigator-initiated Research Studies:
Nutrition and Cancer Prevention







Research on diet, nutrition, eating behaviors, energy balance, obesity, exercise, food quality, 
food preparation, food processing, diet therapies and nutritional agents as they relate to 
prevention, initiation, and recurrence of cancer. 

Diet related studies on understanding of genetic, age-related, and environmental factors that 
contribute to variation in response to foods and food components at a molecular level.

Quality of measurements of dietary intake and physical activity including technological and 
methodological improvements of novel assessment approaches and methods to investigate the 
patterns and multidimensionality of diet and physical activity behavior with the environmental 
context of such behaviors

For more information, please email Harold Seifried, PhD at seifrieh@mail.nih.gov

https://prevention.cancer.gov

mailto:seifrieh@mail.nih.gov
https://prevention.cancer.gov/
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DCP Focus Areas for Investigator-initiated Research Studies:
Nutrition and Cancer Prevention

For more information, please email Harold Seifried, PhD at seifrieh@mail.nih.gov

https://prevention.cancer.gov

mailto:seifrieh@mail.nih.gov
https://prevention.cancer.gov/
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DCP Focus Areas for Investigator-initiated Research Studies:
Cancer Prevention/Interception Interventions

In vitro and in vivo studies utilizing cell lines, organoids, spheroids, and/or animal and computational 
modeling to evaluate intervention efficacy, toxicity, and biomarkers for their potential in cancer 
prevention/interception. 

Early phase cancer prevention and/or cancer interception clinical trials (Phases 0, I, and II) that 
evaluate dietary supplements in pharmacologic ranges, FDA-approved and investigational drugs, 
small molecules, vaccines, immunomodulators, biologics, biomarkers of efficacy and response, and 
medical devices and procedures. 

Human studies and/or clinical trials on interventions to prevent and/or intercept the development of 
pre-cancerous lesions, progression to invasive cancer, recurrence of precancerous lesions, and risk 
reduction for genetic and non-genetic cancer-predisposing conditions at the individual level.

For more information, please email Brandy Heckman-Stoddard, PhD, MPH at heckmanbm@mail.nih.gov

https://prevention.cancer.gov

mailto:heckmanbm@mail.nih.gov
https://prevention.cancer.gov/
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


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DCP Focus Areas for Investigator-initiated Research Studies:
Community Oncology and Supportive Care/Symptom Management

Community-based clinical trials in cancer prevention, surveillance, screening, symptom science, 
translational research, and other activities related to supportive care and prevention of related 
morbidities. 

Studies on management of toxicities and morbidities in populations undergoing treatment for 
cancer, including advanced disease, including studies of supportive care for patients and families, 
and functional outcomes and studies of end-of-life and palliative care

Ancillary and correlative studies linked to clinical trials supported through the NCI Community 
Oncology Research Program (NCORP) and the National Clinical Trials Networks (NCTNs)

For more information, please email Worta McCaskill-Stevens, MD, MS at mccaskiw@mail.nih.gov

https://prevention.cancer.gov

mailto:mccaskiw@mail.nih.gov
https://prevention.cancer.gov/
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DCP Funding Opportunities for Investigator-initiated Clinical Trials on Cancer Prevention

PAR-21-035 Cancer Prevention and Control Clinical Trials Grant Program (R01)

Project Type •
•

•
•

•
•

Investigator-initiated clinical trials
IND filed by investigator/institution

Submission 
deadlines

General: March 5, July 5, November 5
AIDS-related: May 7, September 7, January 7

Funding caps Not specified; project-specific
Projects with direct costs >$500,000/year any 
single year require pre-submission discussion via 
Awaiting Receipt of Application (ARA)

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/par-21-035.html

For more information, please email 
Brandy Heckman-Stoddard, PhD, MPH at heckmanbm@mail.nih.gov

https://prevention.cancer.gov

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/par-21-035.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/par-21-035.html
mailto:heckmanbm@mail.nih.gov
https://prevention.cancer.gov/


17

DCP Funding Opportunities for Investigator-initiated Clinical Trials on Cancer Prevention

PAR-19-356 NCI Clinical and Translational Exploratory/Developmental Studies (R21)

Project Type •
•

•

•

•

Investigator-initiated exploratory/pilot clinical trials 
IND filed by investigator/institution

Submission 
deadlines 

General: June 21, 2021; October 20, 2021; 
February 22, 2022; June 21, 2022 
AIDS-related: July 20, 2021; December 17, 2021; 
March 21, 2022; July 20, 2022

Funding caps $275,000 direct costs over 2 years; $200,000 max 
in one year

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-19-356.html

For more information, please email 
Brandy Heckman-Stoddard, PhD, MPH at heckmanbm@mail.nih.gov

https://prevention.cancer.gov

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-19-356.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-19-356.html
mailto:heckmanbm@mail.nih.gov
https://prevention.cancer.gov/
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DCP Funding Opportunities for Clinical Trials on Cancer Prevention

Cancer Prevention Clinical Trials Network (CP-CTNet)

Project Type •
•

•

•

•
•

UG1/U24 Cooperative Agreement Network
IND filed by investigator/institution or NCI

Submission 
deadlines

Investigators can join UG1s led by Lead 
Academic Organizations (LAOs); submit 
concepts for approvals; approved concepts 
move to protocol development and conduct in 
CP-CTNet sites 
Concept submission deadlines every quarter

Funding 
caps

Not specified; project-specific
CP-CTNet LAOs and Data Management, 
Auditing, and Coordinating Center (DMACC) 
provide clinical trials management support 

https://prevention.cancer.gov/cp-ctnet

For more information, please email 
Eva Szabo, MD at szaboe@mail.nih.gov

https://prevention.cancer.gov

https://prevention.cancer.gov/cp-ctnet
mailto:szaboe@mail.nih.gov
https://prevention.cancer.gov/
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DCP Funding Opportunities for Preclinical studies on Cancer Prevention

PREVENT Cancer Preclinical Drug Development Program (PREVENT)

Project Type • IND-enabling support (proof-of-concept, 
secondary testing, advanced preclinical 
development) via NCI Research and 
Development Contract resources

• IND filed by investigator/institution or NCI

Submission 
deadlines

• Submission deadlines twice-yearly: second 
Monday in January and July

Funding 
caps

• Not specified; project-specific
• NCI contracts support generation of data and 

materials to further advance novel cancer 
preventive agents or biomarkers toward IND 
filing and proof-of-principle clinical testing.

https://prevention.cancer.gov/prevent

For more information, please email 
Shizuko Sei, MD at seis@mail.nih.gov

https://prevention.cancer.gov

https://prevention.cancer.gov/prevent
mailto:seis@mail.nih.gov
https://prevention.cancer.gov/
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NIH/NCI Funding Opportunity Announcements in support of Cancer Prevention*

FOA number FOA title FOA weblink

PA-20-185 NIH Research Project Grant (Parent R01 Clinical 
Trial Not Allowed)

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-20-185.html

PAR-20-077 National Cancer Institute Program Project 
Applications (P01 Clinical Trial Optional)

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-20-077.html

PAR-21-206 Academic-Industrial Partnerships for Translation 
of Technologies for Diagnosis and Treatment 
(R01 - Clinical Trial Optional)

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-21-
206.html

PA-21-259
PA-21-260

PHS 2021-2 Omnibus Solicitation of the NIH, 
CDC and FDA for Small Business Innovation 
Research Grant Applications (Parent SBIR 
[R43/R44])

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-21-259.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-21-260.html

https://sbir.cancer.gov/funding

*Not an exhaustive list; for illustrative purposes only

https://prevention.cancer.gov

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-20-185.html
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-20-077.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-21-206.html
https://prevention.cancer.gov/
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PA-21-259.html
https://sbir.cancer.gov/funding
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files;PA-21-260.html
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Questions? More Information?
vikrant.sahasrabuddhe@nih.gov

https://prevention.cancer.gov

www.cancer.gov www.cancer.gov/espanol
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